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- The Good Shepherd

| am the good shepherd, and | know mine and mine know me,
—— just as the Father knows me and | know the Father;

and | will lay down my life for the sheep.

— — John 10:14-15
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Dear Friends,

T hroughout Scripture, God is often
spoken about as a shepherd for His
people. For example, in the Old
Testament we read from the prophet Ezekiel
where God says, “I myself will look after and
tend my sheep” and Ezekiel tells us that God

will rescue His sheep from every place where
they have been scattered (Ezekiel 34:11-12).

In Psalm 23, we speak about God as our
shepherd as we pray that oft-quoted psalm,
“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing
Ilack...He guides me along right paths for
the sake of his name. Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me.”

In the New Testament, in the Gospel of
John, Jesus, too, identifies Himself as the
Good Shepherd. He tells us what a good
shepherd should look like when He says,
“...a good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep... I am the good shepherd, and
I know mine and mine know me...and I
will lay down my life for the sheep (John
10:11-15)”

God, the Father, and Jesus, the Son of
God, are indeed our shepherds. And we

DIRECTOR'S LETTER

are the sheep.

The priest, too, in imitation of Jesus,
takes on the role of shepherd for his flock.
When the Dominican friar takes the habit
and begins the path to priestly ordination,
he is laying down his life for God and for
us. The friar embarks on a life that is about
sacrifice, a life where he will lead his flock
to God.

We ask St. Jude to pray for priests so that
they guide many souls in this life—away
from danger, keeping them in the fold, and
leading them to heaven.

In Christ, Our Lady, and St. Jude,

S

Father John Paul Kern, O.P.
Director, The Rosary Shrine of Saint Jude
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THE GOOD

SHEPHERD

BY FR. LOUIS BETHEA, O.P.

Many years ago, when I was a kid, my
family and I went on a pilgrimage to Rome.
We were living in the Netherlands at the
time, so my parents, my grandmother, my
great aunt, a cousin, and the dog all piled
into our family van, an old Oldsmobile
Silhouette, and made the 17-hour trek to
Rome.

While we were there, we visited the
magnificent second-century Catacomb of
St. Callixtus, which is the burial place for

many of the Church’s earliest popes and
martyrs. It is said that 16 popes and 50
martyrs were buried there! In one of those
burial chambers, painted sometime after
175 AD, is perhaps the earliest depiction of
Jesus. Itis part of an ancient ceiling fresco
and Christ is painted as a young shepherd.
He has a pot in His right hand—perhaps of
water—and His left hand holds tight to the
legs of a lamb draped around His neck. It
is a familiar image!
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When you look closely at it, the sheep
is rather small, pearly white, majestic and
quiet looking. But if you know sheep, you
know that this is far from reality! Sheep
are dirty, big, noisy, and they smell bad!
They do things that don’t make a whole
lot of sense. Have you ever seen it when a
flock of sheep will huddle, one on top of the
other in a small corner of a pasture while
an entire field remains open around them?

Sheep need someone to take care of
them, to guide them, and to shepherd them.
And of course, Jesus is our good shepherd,
our guide Who shows us where to go and
how to get there.

What does a good shepherd do? “A good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep”
(Jn 10:11).

A good shepherd “leads his flock” (Jn
10:16).

A good shepherd “knows his sheep and
his sheep know him” (Jn 10:14).

And when one sheep—yes, even one
single sheep goes astray, the shepherd risks
his life to go find it and bring it back.

Isn’t that St. Jude? Traveling with his
fellow apostle, Simon, Jude is said to have
traveled throughout modern-day Iraq,
Libya, Turkey, and Iran, bringing souls
to Christ before his ultimate martyrdom.
His love for others leaves little doubt as to

why our Lord instructed St. Rita of Cascia
to encourage Christians to implore his
intercession for impossible causes!

Remember the words God spoke to the
prophet Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in
the womb, I knew you.” God knows us and
He knows how to speak to us in our hearts.
The question we ought to ask ourselves is
this: Do we recognize His voice as it speaks
in our lives and in our hearts? We know
He is there, but do we pay any attention?

Being a Christian is a way of life and we
can rest assured that our Savior is there for
us whenever we are willing to meet Him
because, as we read over and over again in
Scripture, “His love endures forever” (Ps
136). Everything God does, He does out
of love.

That’s why it is so important to take our
faith with us when we leave the confines of
our homes and churches. Whatever we do,
when we let our faith in Christ permeate
every corner of our lives, following Him
becomes easier and easier, and when we
go astray, our shepherd hoists us up on
His shoulders, like in that second-century
catacomb fresco, and brings us back to
safety. The closer we follow Jesus, the more
we become like Jesus, and when we are like
Him, “we shall see Him as he is” (1 Jn 3:2).
We will come to recognize the true beauty
of God and our souls become beautiful,
like Him. That is what we are called for,
and that is where we must go.



TAKING OF THE HABIT
BY FR. LOUIS BETHEA, O.P

When a young man enters the Order of It is the creation of a new man, a man
Preachers, after a period of postulancy,he =~ who doesn’t lose his former self, but a man
arrives at the novitiate where he is clothed ~ who grows into a Dominican version of
in the habit of the Order. As it happens, the ~ himself. This is what it means to be a son
man kneels before the prior of the house,  of St. Dominic, but for all of us, he offers
who clothes the young man in the habit. It~ us a chance to renew ourselves according
is a very humbling experience for everyone  to his life.
involved, whether it’s because you are a
nervous novice trying to figure out how you “My child,” he says, “be a light of the
will stand up with all these new robes on, ~ Church.” St. Dominic is often pictured
or if youre the prior who suddenly realizes ~ with a star above his head because his
you've put this poor man’s head through  godmother, holding him at his baptism,
the sleeve. saw a star shining above his forehead. It

was a sign of how Dominic’s mission was

Eventually all of the men (new novices)  to bring the light of God—the truth of the
are clothed and they receive their new  Church—to those who lived in ignorance,
names. “In the world you were known as  like the Albigensian heretics he is known
Joe,” for example, “and in the Order you  for combating. It was not that he did this
will be known as, Dominic.” on his own, but, like candlelight that passes




through a lantern and lights up a room, so
Dominic spread to everyone the brilliant
light of God’s truth and love.

“Now,” he continues, “go and be teachers
of truth.” St. Dominic founded the Order
of Preachers to fight the many heresies
that plagued the world in the 13th century.
He was bold, daring, and all with an eye,
not only to correcting the heretic, but to
bringing them back into the One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church founded by
Christ upon Peter, the Rock. This is unity
grounded in truth! Christ sent out His
disciples two by two, just as Dominic did,
and so Dominic’s first task was to send his
men out to the universities so that his men
could be immersed in truth to effectively
preach it.

Now he says, “model yourself as a rose
of patience and an ivory of chastity.” It’s
one thing to learn and to preach truth,
but it’s another thing to do it tactfully and
be received well. We can look to Dominic
spending hours with an innkeeper,
bringing him back to the true faith through
his miraculous patience. Patience is a slow
battle of the will, accepting that things do
not always work out the way we want them,
but according to the perfect will of God.
So it is that to be a rose of patience is to
recognize this fact and bear one’s struggles
with grace, knowing that God is in control.

Itis in this active acceptance, acting with
the will and grace of God, that the purity of
St. Dominic shone through. It is recorded
that at the translation of his relics, the odor

of sanctity filled the air around him. This
was no fluke, for his entire life was lived
with a purity of body and soul only given
by God to a few remarkable saints.

This is not unobtainable for us. In fact,
it’s exactly who God has called us to be! To
live the life of a Christian, as Dominic did,
is to grow in the life of virtue, to become
more like God, just as God intended.

And it is through living this way that
Dominic was a preacher of grace through
and throughout his entire life. And so,
when that novice, newly clothed in the
habit of St. Dominic, stands up, receives
his name, and enters into the Church
to celebrate at the Holy Mass, he stands
there before a jubilant congregation, as a
new man. It'll take him a while to figure
this life out—it isn’t easy! But, constantly
reminded of the intercession of our Blessed
Mother by the dangling Rosary at his
side and Our Lady’s scapular around his
neck, and of St. Jude, who intercedes for
these impossible causes, and with the
support of his classmates, brother friars,
and formators, the novice will begin a
lifetime of growing in holiness.

That life of holiness is yours and mine
as well. By clinging to the Lord, we too can
light up the world and preach the truth of
God with patience and love, fortified by
living solely for God and loving others
because of God Who dwells in them. That
is faith. That is hope. That is love. And by
doing this—by embracing a life of virtue,
we pray to our Holy Father Dominic:
Preacher of grace, unite us with the blessed.
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Thank you, Saint Qude!

LETTERS FROM PATRONS OF
THE ROSARY SHRINE OF SAINT JUDE

Here are just a few of the many letters that we receive at
The Rosary Shrine of Saint Jude thanking St. Jude for
his miraculous intercession.

I was diagnosed with a brain aneurysm
and could not survive surgery due to lung
disease and heart disease. The doctor went

through the artery, a coiled aneurysm, and
said I had a one in five million chance to
survive. Two weeks ago I celebrated my
80th birthday! Thanks to St. Jude!

Joan

Two years ago my nephew (age 40)
went into cardiac arrest while playing

basketball and remained unresponsive
even after resuscitation. I prayed intently
to St. Jude when I learned of his status, and
within minutes he woke and successfully
recovered!

Thomas

I have the St. Jude statue and prayed to
find a nice man and get married, which
I did and we had 66 wonderful years
together.

Mary

I've received reassurance and peace and
guidance in my journey of caregiver to my
mom and husband.

Jeri

My left knee parameniscal cyst
dramatically decreased in size after I
prayed the Novena to St. Jude and held the
St. Jude relic over the cyst. Thank you, St.
Jude!

Anonymous
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MEET FATHER LOUIS BETHEA, O.P.

Editor's note: During his diaconal year, Fr. Louis
Bethea, O.P, served at The Rosary Shrine of Saint
Jude. Br. Louis Masters, O.P., interviewed Fr. Louis
in anticipation of his ordination to the priesthood on
June 5, 2025, at the Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception, in Washington,
DC. Please pray for Fr. Louis as he embarks on his
priestly ministry!

Br. Louis, tell us a little bit about your
background?

I grew up in the suburbs of Washington,
DC, in northern Virginia, and have a
younger sister. My mom was a lifelong
Catholic and my dad is a convert who was
very active in our parish as a religious
education teacher and youth group leader.
As a result, being involved in the Church,
especially in our local parish community,
was always very important to me. I was
educated by the Dominican Sisters of St.
Cecilia Congregation in elementary school
and by the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales
while in high school.

I had not considered the priesthood
or religious life from that early an age;
however, a more serious consideration of
my vocation came in college. I attended
Carnegie-Mellon University to complete
my undergraduate degree in chemical
engineering before heading to Akron,
Ohio, where I worked for 10 years designing
new materials for car tires. I spent 7 years
working in the race tire division before a
3-year stint in the European engineering
office in Luxembourg. It was during
this time abroad when I returned to the
consideration of whether God was calling
me to the priesthood.

How long have you been a Dominican
friar? And what initially attracted you to the
Dominican Order?

I entered the Dominicans in 2018
and made solemn profession and was
ordained a deacon in 2024. Early on while
discerning the priesthood, I felt attracted



to the communal life, a foundational
aspect of religious communities. As I
prayed on the various religious orders,
I was initially attracted to the structure
within the Dominican life that enshrines
contemplation equally alongside apostolic
ministry in the well-lived and regulated life
of the Dominican friar. This is for good
reason: Our life cannot be lived without it
being firmly rooted in the desire for and
meditation upon the Lord, Who is pure
truth, pure goodness, pure being, and pure
love.

The strength of the Order of Preachers
and, in particular, the Province of St.
Joseph, is a result of God’s tremendous
gift of grace, all the while buoyed by the
prayers and donations of our benefactors.
These gifts enable us to devote ourselves
wholeheartedly to the pursuit and
dissemination of the truths of our Catholic
Faith with unfettered zeal! I found this
emphasis on developing an intense
intellectual life particularly attractive
as God was guiding me to the Order of
Preachers.

This year, you have been assigned as the
student brother deacon at The Rosary Shrine
of Saint Jude. Tell us some of the highlights of
serving in this ministry and seeing first-hand
how so many seek St. Jude’s intercession.

It has been a great joy to be involved in
the Saint Jude Shrine this year! During this
important year in formation—the diaconal
year is the final year of initial formation—I
have found it consoling and heart-warming
to bring the intentions of our patrons to St.

— SISO —

THE STRENGTH OF THE ORDER OF
PREACHERS AND, IN PARTICULAR, THE
PROVINCE OF ST. JOSEPH, IS A RESULT OF
GOD’S TREMENDOUS GIFT OF GRACE, ALL
THE WHILE BUOYED BY THE PRAYERS AND
DONATIONS OF OUR BENEFACTORS.

— SO —

Jude and ask his intercession. For my part,
I am always amazed at the way St. Jude
intercedes for our intentions, sometimes in
the way we desire, other times mysteriously.

Earlier this year I gave a tour of our Saint
Jude Shrine and its home, St. Dominic
Church in Washington, DC, and it gave
me pause when I considered how lucky we
are to be given the opportunity to pray for
the intentions of so many of the faithful
each and every day. When we receive the
hand-written prayer intentions sent to the
Shrine, it is such a humbling and prayerful
moment to pray with the requestors. We
are one Church, one Body of Christ, and
together we beg the grace and mercy of
God through our great intercessor, St. Jude.

The motto of the Dominican Friars is
Veritas, which means truth. Why was seeking
truth so fundamental to St. Dominic and the
founding of the Dominican Order and why is
the seeking of truth so important today?

We have to remember the era in which
St. Dominic was active and preaching. The
early 13th century was a time when the
Albigensian heresy was active, alive, and
hostile to the unity of the Church. Although
it has largely faded into obscurity now, it
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greatly affected a society in which church
and state were much more intertwined.
They taught that the material world was
evil and that God did not create it. St.
Dominic and his confréres, along with
other orthodox forces within the Church,
had to combat this spreading heresy.

What was the question they asked? It
wasn’t so much whether the Albigensians
were wrong—although they were—the
question was this: What is the truth about
God and His creation? God is immutable—
He is unchanging—and so if we aren’t
seeking out the unchanging truth of God,
then our efforts are in vain and we merely
seek out opinion. But when we strive to find
the very truth of God, we build ourselves
a foundation of stone from which we can
battle any number of errant propositions.

So we as an Order took Veritas as our
motto so that we might continuously strive
to know God as the surefire bedrock from
which we can take on any challenge to the
Faith, from classical heresies to modern
moral dilemmas like euthanasia and
everything in between. When you are
firmly grounded in the principles of truth,
you can apply them to anything.

In the next few weeks, you will be ordained
a priest! What do you look forward to most
in being ordained a priest and a shepherd of
souls?

It’s hard to believe that seven years of
formation is about to culminate in priestly
ordination in just a few weeks! The Lord
has already been so good to us, but one

of the ways I often hear that the Lord
continues to teach us is through the flock
that we help to shepherd to the Eternal
Kingdom.

We Dominicans live a regular life,
meaning that we live it according to a rule
and with responsibilities to our superiors
and the brothers with whom we live. We
learn from one another, are corrected by
one another, and hopefully become holy
with one another. This also extends to the

flock, where together with the priest as a
shepherd, we are all moving toward the
place God desires to welcome us at the end
of our lives: heaven. And so Ilook forward
to taking that journey together so that the
flock and their shepherd might grow in
holiness and become closer disciples and
children of Jesus Christ. Asa priest, I look
forward to living out the sacramental life
of the church with great fervor, but also
exercising the munera of priest, prophet,
and king in that uniquely sacerdotal mode
of alter Christus.




UPCOMING NOVENAS & SPECIAL EVENTS
September 8 - 16: Blessed Mother's Birthday Novena
September 29 - October 7: Holy Rosary Novena
October 20 - 28: Saint Jude's Feast Day Novena

B "f'_f'\___‘ - All November: Poor Souls Mass Remembrance

December 16 - 24: Christmas Novena

PRAYER FOR THE INTENTIONS
OF THE ROSARY SHRINE
OF SAINT JUDE PATRONS

“For all the intentions entrusted to the

intercession of Our Lady of The Rosary
and Saint Jude the Apostle: that the
Lord will ease the burden and suffering
of those in difficult and desperate
circumstances and give them grace
and peace.”

This prayer is included at all weekend (Vigil/ LEAVE A LEGACY OF HOPE
Sunday) Masses at St. Dominic Church in
Washington, DC, where The Rosary Shrine R 70

of Saint Jude is located. Help us continue our mission of spreading

, . , devotion to Saint Jude through a gift in your will.
The Rosary is also prayed daily for the inten-

tions of The Rosary Shrine of Saint Jude, and To request more information, please complete
on Fridays there is veneration of the first-class the enclosed reply card or contact
reliC O'F St. JUde fO”OWing mld-day Mass. plannedgiving@dominicanfriars_Org

ROSARY SHRINE OF SAINT JUDE 1 FACEBOOK.COM/ROSARYSAINTJUDE

501 SIXTH STREET, SW, WASHINGTON, DC 20024 5 @ROSARYSAINTJUDE WWW.ROSARYSHRINEOFSTJUDE.ORG

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE a RSSJ@DOMINICANFRIARS.ORG
141 E. 65TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10065 @ YOUTUBE.COM/SAINTJUDE




